

1\ A method of controlling the field of view controls of a 
cam&ra in a system including a camera, a means for controlling the 
fieldW view variables of the camera and at least two remote 
control\devices capable of sending commands to the means for 
controlling the field of view variables of the camera comprising 
the steps ok: 

A. Nremembering at least two specific fields of view of 
the camera; \ 

B. issuing a field of view command from at least one 
remote control device; and 

C. moving \he f ield of view of the camera to one of the 
fields of view remembered in step A. 



2. The method of Claim 1\ wherein step A includes the steps of: 

D x 

D - issuing commands\ f rom each of the remote control 
Ly devices to remember different fields of view of the camera; and 

~r!. E - remembering the remote control device that issued the 

i y v 

\p respective command. \^ 

-p& 3 "' The "method of Claim 2 wherein step C includes the step of: 

™ F * moving the field of view of x the camera to the field 

^ of view remembered in step D associated withXthe remembered remote 



^ control device of step E that issued the respective command. 



4. The method of Claim 1 wherein step A includes the step of: 



D. remembering the position of the camera\with respect 



to a known reference, 



The method of Claim 4 wherein step D includes the step of j 
E. remembering the position in a first plane. 

The method of Claim 4 wherein step D includes the step of\ 
E. remembering the position of the camera in two planesN 
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The method of Claim 1 wherein step A includes the step of: 
D. remembering the zoom perspective of the camera. 

\The method of Claim 1 wherein step A includes the step of: 
D. remembering the iris position of the camera. 

The method of Claim 1 wherein step A includes the steps of: 
amembering the position of the camera in at least 



D. 



one plane; 



E. remembering the zoom perspective of the camera; and 

F. remembering the iris position of the camera. 



10. The method of Claim 9 wherein step C includes the steps of i 

G. moving the position of the camera to the remembered 
position of step D; 

H. changing the zoom\perspective of the camera to the 
remembered perspective of step E;\and 

I. moving the iris position of the camera to the 
remembered position of step F. 



CO? 



11. The method of Claim 3 further including the step of: 

G. issuing a command by one of tne remote control 
devices to override commands from other remote^ control devices 
affecting the field of view of the camera. 



12. A method of controlling the field of view of a camera in 
an automatic tracking system including a camera, a means for 
controlling the variables that define the field of view of the 
camera and at least two remote control devices automatically 
trackable by the tracking system and capable of sending commands 
to the means for controlling the field of view of the camera 
comprising the steps of: 
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A. automatically tracking at least one remote control 

device; 

B. remembering at least two fields of view of the 

camera; 

C. issuing a field of view variable command from at 
least one of the remote control devices; and 

D. changing at least one of the field of view variables 
defining the camera field of view to change the field of the camera 
to a field of view remembered in step B. 

The method of Claim 12 wherein step B includes the steps of: 

E. issuing commands from each of the remote control 
devices\to remember different fields of view of the camera; and 

^ remembering the remote control device that issued the 
respective command. 

14. The method of^ Claim 13 wherein step D includes the step of: 

G. changing\the field of view of the camera to the field 
of view remembered in step x E associated with the remembered remote 
control device of step iTl^t x rB^ed~the respective- corifinandaT 

15. The method of Claim 12 wherein step B includes the step of: 



\ 



E. remembering the position of the camera with respect 
to a known reference. \ 



16. The method of Claim 15 wherein step E includes the step of: 

\ 

F. remembering the position in a first plane. 

\ 

17. The method of Claim 15 wherein step E includes the step of: 

F. remembering the position of the camera in two. planes. 

18- The method of Claim 12 wherein step B includes the step^of,: 

\ 

E. remembering the zoom perspective of the camera. \ 
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device; \ (V 

\ V 



The method of Claim 12 wherein step B includes the step of: 
E. remembering the iris position of the camera. 

20. ^he method of Claim 12 wherein step B includes the steps of 

E. remembering the position of the camera in at least 

one plane? 

\ 

F. \remembering the zoom perspective of the camera; and 

\ 

G. remembering the iris position of the camera. 

\ 

21. The method of\Claim 20 wherein step D includes the steps of 

\ 

H. ceasing the automatic tracking of a remote control 

. V 

I. moving the position of the camera to the remembered 
position of step E; \ 

J. changing the zoomyperspective of the camera to the 
remembered perspective of step F;\and 

K. moving the iris position of the camera to the 
remembered position of step G. \^ 

22 ' Tfie-methoa" c^f ' Cl^im~r2~wh"eTel step~oi":~ 
E. issuing a command by a remote^control device to 

provide for automatic tracking of the remote control device. 

\ 

\ 

23. The method of Claim 12 wherein step A includes the step of: 

E. issuing a command by a remote control ^device to 
provide for automatic tracking of the remote control device for as 
long as the command is being issued. \ 

\ 

24. The method of Claim 12 wherein step A includes the st^ps of: 

E. issuing a command by a first remote control device to 
provide for automatic tracking of the first remote control device\ 
and \ 
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V. issuing a command by a second remote control device 
to provide W automatic tracking of the second remote control 
device and th\e cessation of automatic tracking of the first remote 
control device\ 

25. The method W Claim 12 wherein step A includes the steps of! 

E. issuing a command by a remote control device to 
provide for automatic^ tracking of the remote control device by 
tracking system until the tracking system is substantially aligned 
with the remote control ttevice; and 

F. ceasing the \automatic tracking of the remote control 
device that issued the command, 



26. The method of Claim 14 wherein step A includes the step of: 

H. issuing a command by a remote control device to 
provide for automatic tracking of \fche remote control device. 

27. The method of Claim 26 whereinystep G includes the step of: 

H. changing the field of view to the field of view 
-remembered in step F f or-tKe remote ^n^l-de^i^'th^t issued ThV 
command for tracking. \^ 

28. A method of controlling the field of\iew controls of each 
camera in a system including at least two cameVas, a means for 
controlling the variables that define the fieldXjf view of each 
camera and at least two remote control devices capable of sending 
commands to each means for controlling the field ok view variables 
of the respective camera comprising the steps of: \ 

A. remembering at least one field of view o^ each 

camera; 

B. issuing a field of view variable command fr\m at 
least one of the remote control devices to the means of co\rolling 
the cameras; and 
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changing the field of view variables of the camera 
associatedlwith the field of view remembered in step A to provide 
the field oK view remembered in step A. 

29. The methbd of Claim 28 wherein step A includes the steps of! 

D. iss\iing commands from each of the remote control 
devices to remember\a different field of view of the camera; and 

E. remembering the remote control device that issued the 
respective command. 



30. The method of Claim\29 wherein step C includes the step of: 
F. changing the field of view of the respective camera 
to the field of view remembered fhn step D associated with 
remembered remote control device\ of step E that issued the 
respective command. \ 



31. The method of Claim 29 wherein\step A includes the step of: 
D. remembering the position\pf each camera with respect 
to a known reference. 



32. The method of Claim 31 wherein step ^includes the step of: 

E. remembering the position of eacn camera in two 
planes. \ 



33. 



34, 



35, 



The method of Claim 2 9 wherein step A includes the step of: 
D. remembering the zoom perspective of eac'h camera. 

\ 

The method of Claim 29 wherein step A includes the v step of: 
D. remembering the iris position of each camera": 

v 

\ 

The method of Claim 29 wherein step A includes the steps of: 
D. remembering the position of each camera in at least 



one plane; 
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remembering the zoom perspective of each camera; and 
F. \ remembering the iris position of each camera. 



36. The method of Claim 35 wherein step C includes the steps of: 

G. changing the position of the camera associated with 
the remembered field\of view of step D to the remembered position; 

H. changingv^the zoom perspective of the camera 
associated with the remembered field of view to the remembered 
perspective of step E; ani^ 

I. changing the iris position of the camera associated 
with the remembered field of view, of step F to the remembered 
position. \\^> 

V 
\ 

37. The method of Claim 31 further including the step of: 

G. issuing a command by one of the remote control 
devices to override commands from other, remote control devices 
affecting the field of view of any camera. 

\ 

camera in a automatic tracking system including at least two cam- 
eras, a means for controlling the variables thatylefine the field 
of view of each camera, selectively operable switch means receiving 
the video output of each camera and providing an output signal, and 
at least two remote control devices automatically trackable by the 
tracking system capable of sending commands to each means for 
controlling the field of view variables of the respectiveX camera 
and the tracking system comprising the steps of j 

A. remembering at least one field of view of each' 

camera; 

B. issuing a field of view variable command from at 
least one of the remote control devices to the means of controlling, 
the cameras; and 
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\C. changing the field of view variables of the camera 
2d with the field of view reme: 
the fie3\3 of view remembered in step A 



associated with the field of view remembered in step A to provide 
srd of vi 



39. The Wthod of Claim 38 further including the step of: 

D. \ issuing a command by a remote control device to 
provide for automatic tracking of the remote control device by a 
camera . \ 



40. The method of^Claim 39 wherein step D includes the step of: 

E. selectively switching the switch means to provide 
that the switch means output signal is the video signal from the 
camera tracking the remote u)iit that issued the command. 

41. The method of Claim 3#' wherein step A includes the step of: 

D. remembering a specific field of view that can be 

recalled by a command from any remote control device. 

\ 

\ 

42. The method of Claim 41 wherein step B includes the step of: 

\ 

E * issuing a command by IT remote" conTrol device to 

change the field of view to the specific field of view remembered 
in step D. \ 

\ 

43. A system for controlling the field of ^ view control variables 
of a camera comprising a camera, control means, for adjusting said 
field of view control variables of said camera ind at least two 
remote control devices for sending commands to sa'id control means 
thereby adjusting said field of view. \ 

\ 

\ 

44. The system as defined in Claim 43 wherein said Yield of view 
control variables of said camera include a position of the camera 
field of view with respect to a known reference defined b\ said 
control means, said control means including movable means for 
movement of said camera in at least one plane, \ 
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45. The system as defined in Claim 43 wherein said field of view 
controls of said camera includes the perspective of said camera, 
said\control means changing said perspective in response to a first 
coironand^of one said remote control device. 

46. The\system as defined in Claim 43 wherein said control means 
includes menfcry means for remembering each field of view command 
sent by each s^aid remote control device, said field of view command 
including identity information indicative of respective said remote 
control device which s^nt said command, said control means remem- 
bering said identity i\i format ion to enable said field of view to be 
moved to one of the fieids of view remembered. 

\ 

47. A system for controlling the field of view controls of 

a camera comprising at least two cameras, control means for 

\ 

controlling the variables that^define the field of view of each 
said camera, at least two remote control devices capable of sending 

commands to said control means, said control means further 

\ 

including automatic tr^king systemyneans for tracking each remote 
control device by said tracking system means, said control means 

including memory means for remember! ng^each said command received 

Y 

and information indicative of which said 'remote control unit is 
sending said command, further including selectively operable video 
signal switch means for receiving video output signal from each 
said camera and providing a video switch output, signal in response 
to which said video output signal is selected, said video signal 
switch means being operably connected to said control means, said 
control means being responsive to commands from each v said remote 
control device for selectively operating said video signal switch 
means to select a respective video output signal as said\video 
switch output signal. 

48. A method of controlling the field of view control variables 
of a camera in a system including a camera, a means for adjustin 

\ 
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^the field of view control variables of the camera, and at least two 
remote control devices for sending commands to the control means 
for\djusting the field of view: 

\ A. issuing a field of view command from at least one 
remote control device; and 

BiNv^adjusting the field of view of the camera in response 
to the command of step A.* 

\ * 

49. The method of Claim 4 8 further comprising the step of: 

C. overriding ^ field of view command from the one remote 
control device by a field^of view command from the other remote 



control device. \^ 

\ 

50. A method of controlling the "field of view control variables 
of each camera in a system including at, least two cameras, a means 

for adjusting the field of view control variables of each camera, 

\ 

and at least two remote control devices for sending commands to the 
control means for adjusting the respective fielci of view: 

A. issuing a field of view command from\at least one 
remote^ control, device- to_the -control-means ; \ 

B. adjusting the field of view of the respective camera 
in response to the command of step A? and \ 

C. remembering the remote control device that issued a 
respective command. 
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